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The AICPA’s very visible presence at the
recent AAA meeting in Dallas signified a
renewed focus and commitment to building
alliances with educators and students. Such
partnerships are seen as essential in order to
meet the demands of a redefined accounting
profession. This article highlights key ele
ments of the Institute’s plan to increase col
laboration with academe.
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AICPA Student Affiliate Membership

AICPA staff were on hand in Dallas to launch
the new AICPA Student Affiliate Membership
and also to get one-on-one feedback from
educators. Over 100 academics visited the
AICPA Exhibit Booth and spoke informally
about ways the Institute could serve academia
better. Clearly, educators welcomed the new
student membership initiative which intro
duces prospective CPAs to the professional
environment and expectations. To date, over
300 accounting educators have volunteered to
serve as “on-campus champions” and the
number grows daily. The AICPA has pro

vided these champions with progressive look
ing student membership kits in the shape of a
laptop computer which will be displayed oncampus. The kits contain individual student
membership application brochures and free
highlighter pens for students. The Institute
will continue to accept volunteers until there
is one champion for every college or univer
sity having an accounting program in the
United States. Interested professors should
contact the AICPA On-Campus Champion
Hotline at 212/596-6105.
Broader Role for On-Campus Champions

The AICPA envisions that on-campus volun
teers will not only serve as advocates of the
new student affiliate membership program,
but will have a broader sphere of influence as
a key point-person and champion of other
important Institute initiatives. A series of sug
gested practices have been outlined by the
Institute to assist champions in this influential
role. These “best practices” are actually use
ful for all educators wishing to capture profescontinued on page H4
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From the Editor’s Desk...
I enjoyed seeing many of you at the recent AAA Annual Meeting in Dallas. It was an
excellent opportunity to exchange ideas and develop continuing partnership efforts to
anticipate and effectively manage change. The new AICPA Student Affiliate
Membership program is a wonderful example of successful collaboration between the
professional community and academe. Through the on-campus champion, a bridge
has been created that enables educators, students and the profession to benefit from
direct cross-fertilization of information in a timely manner.
Please note that this issue contains final registration information for the upcoming
AICPA Accounting Educators Conference (details on page H2). I hope you will take
advantage of this opportunity to network, get updates on key professional develop
ments and learn some innovative yet very practical teaching techniques.
—Elizabeth Koch, Editor
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Call for Professor/Practitioner Cases

AICPA
Chief Accountant Selects Academic Fellow
The Securities and Exchange Commission’s Office of the Chief
Accountant (OCA) recently selected Professor Walter R. Teets
of Gonzaga University as the Academic Accounting Fellow for a
one-year term which began August 1997. This role includes
serving as a research resource to SEC staff as well as the assign
ments to mainstream OCA projects. It also includes acting as a
liaison with professional accounting standard-setting bodies and
consulting with registrants on accounting and reporting matters.

The AICPA is now accepting proposals for cases under the 1998
Professor/Practitioner Case Development Program. In its seventh
year, the program is designed to promote collaboration of acade
mics and practitioners in the development of real-world-based
cases for use in the accounting curriculum. Of particular interest
are cases relating to the new assurance services that show how
the CPA can add value, cases that deal with the “new finance”
that blend information technology with financial decision-making
and new management techniques and cases that deal with interna
tional business, fraudulent financial reporting and ethics. Cases AICPA Grants Minority Doctoral Fellowships
should take an integrative approach to competency building, rec For the 1997-98 academic year, the AICPA has awarded a total of
ognizing the related issues that may cross over traditional $130,000 to the following minorities who show significant poten
accounting course or disciplinary boundaries. Case proposals are tial of becoming accounting educators: Andrea Alston, Cheryl
due by January 30, 1998. Information and an application can be Allen, Carol Cox-Leary, Michael Flores, Lookman Folami, Lisa
obtained as follows:
Ford, Aretha Hill, Kevin James, Jennifer Joe, Thomas Lopez,
Mary J. Sauceda-Castillo, Winifred Scott, Nicole Thorne and
www.aicpa.org/members/div/career/edu/index.htm
Lynette Wood. Competitive awards under the AICPA Minority
Doctoral Fellowship Program of up to $ 12,000 per year are renew
able for a total fellowship period of five years. Applications for the
Dial from a fax, 201/938-3787, document no. 247
1998-99 academic year will be available in November with an
application deadline of April 1, 1998.
212/596-6221

212/596-6223

1997 AICPA Accounting Educators Conference
Last chance for early bird discount

Educators are urged to register by October
15, 1997, for this popular conference and
save $50 off the regular registration
fee. The conference is being
held on November 7-8, 1997
at the Wyndham Hotel in
Northwest Chicago, IL. A run
ning theme of this conference is
changing expectations in the profession
and the classroom. This informationpacked program provides insights into new
behavior-based interviewing and perfor
mance measures, assurance services, the
new SAS on Fraud, the CPA Vision Project,
technology in the classroom, building stu
dents’ inquiry skills and targeting teaching

with psychological type. It also showcases
eight winning cases under the AICPA
Professor/Practitioner Case Development
program and the winner of the Joint
AICPA/AAA Collaboration
Award. Don’t miss this excel
lent chance to network with
F peers and to develop skills to
prepare for the next millennium.
The early bird price is $195 for members
and $225 for nonmembers. Regular confer
ence registration is $245 for members and
$275 for nonmembers. Interested educators
should contact the Wyndham Hotel
(630/773-4000) directly for accommoda
tions and indicate you will be attending this
conference to get the special rate. The hotel

conferences

reservation cut-off date is October 10,
1997 with a single/double rate of $112.
Afterwards, rooms will be provided on a
space-available basis only. For more infor
mation and to obtain a registration form for
the conference:

www.aicpa.org/members/div/career/
edu/confform.htm

a
F

rom a fax machine 201/938-3787,
document number 655
212/596-6224

Published for AICPA members in education. Except where otherwise copyrighted, reproduction of the material in this CPA Letter sup
plement is encouraged and permitted if source acknowledgement is made and a copy of the reproduction is sent to the editor. Opinions
expressed in this supplement do not necessarily reflect policy of the AICPA.
Elizabeth Koch, supplement editor
212/596-6219; e-mail: ekoch@aicpa.org

Ellen J. Goldstein, CPA Letter editor
212/596-6112; egoldstein@aicpa.org
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Academic Site Licenses For AICPA Software
In response to many requests from colleges and universities, the
AICPA has developed a program to license select soft
ware application products to academic institutions at a
reduced price. The following AICPA titles are available
under this program: Accountant’s Trial Balance (ATB)
for Windows (includes ATB, Financial Statements and
Consolidations) and Accountant’s Trial Balance (ATB)
for DOS (3 modules).
ATB software facilitates the creation of journal entries, work
paper preparation and trial balances. It computes analytical proce
dure ratios and prepares variance analyses.
The basic site license fee for ATB for Windows is $600; the
ATB for DOS product is divided into three modules (trial balance,
financial statements and consolidations) each priced at $200, for
which institutions receive permission to install a product on a lim
ited number of university-owned computers. Current subscribers of
ATB for DOS can upgrade to ATB Windows for a special price of

$300. One year of technical support is included for one designated
faculty member. Educators can download a fully fea
tured demo of ATB from the AICPA Web site
(www.aicpa.org).
AICPA software products are being used on many
campuses across the country and faculty members
report that their students quickly master the software and
easily adapt the electronic approach to assignments and practice
sessions. As professional dependence on technological solutions
continues to grow in the years ahead, it will become increasingly
important, if not essential, to have thorough familiarity with stateof-the-art electronic practice aids.

now
available

1997 Top Technologies and
Their Impact on CPAs
No. 043009CLB10
This new publication, authored by Sandi
Smith, CPA, CMA, CDP, addresses lead
ing technologies that will have the greatest
impact on the profession. These technolo
gies are: security, image pro
cessing, communications
technology, the Internet and
public online services, train
ing and technological competency, the Year 2000, electronic
commerce, workflow technology, private
networks and electronic data interchange.
Increasingly, CPAs will be called upon to
be information professionals. As such, this
type of information is especially relevant
to students, the future generation of CPAs.
To order, contact the AICPA at
800/862-4272. The price is $29 for mem
bers and $33 for nonmembers.

The AICPA is pleased to announce the
availability of several major 1997 paper
back titles for classroom adoption at dis
counted prices. For years, educators in hun
dreds of college and university accounting

For information on the software products, 201/938-3057.

and auditing courses have used AICPA
paperbacks in the classroom as valuable
teaching tools that bring real-world dimen
sions to courses. This is the first year, how
ever, that the AICPA is selling its paper
backs directly to the college market.
Previously, CCH distributed these AICPA
produced materials.
The largest discount is
offered on these publications
when purchased in bulk (mini
mum of 10 copies) by college
bookstores. One free desk copy is
included with each bulk order shipment.
Professors unfamiliar with these titles can
request a review copy by calling Melissa
Rothchild at 212/596-6212. Individual
copies can also be purchased by educators
at a 30% discount on list price. Below are
publication descriptions and respective price
listings. Educators are encouraged to order
early in preparation of the spring semester.
College bookstore prices represent the
AICPA’s price to the bookstore, which then
marks up the price to the students.
AICPA Professional Standards - 1997
(990025CLB10) is a two-volume edition
and is a comprehensive source for
Standards and Interpretations issued by the
AICPA.
Price to bookstore: $44, Educator

publications

AICPA Professional Publications
for Classroom Use

F

or information on the Academic Site License Program or to
order products under this program, 212/596-6221

member price: $65.10, Educator nonmem
ber price: $81.20
The AICPA Audit and Accounting
Manual - 1997 (990026CLB10) provides
information, suggestions, practical advice
and illustrative material for conducting
audit, review and compilation engage
ments. Price to bookstore: $32, Educator
member price: $47.25, Educator nonmem
ber price: $58.80.
The Codification of Statements on
Auditing Standards - 1997 (990027CLB10)
includes Statements on Auditing Standards
Nos. 1-82 and Statements on Standards for
Attestation Engagements Nos. 1 -6. Price to
bookstore: $27.50, Educator member
price: $38.50, Educator nonmember price:
$42.70.
AICPA Technical Practice Aids - 1997
(990024CLB10) contains all outstanding
SOPs and a nonauthoritative section with
responses to selected inquiries received by
the AICPA Technical Hotline.
Bookstore price: $32, Educator mem
ber price: $47.25, Educator nonmember
price $58.58.
To order:

800/862-4272
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Award Winning Educators
The AICPA would like to recognize the fol
lowing educators who were honored at the
American Accounting Association’s 82nd
Annual Meeting, held in Dallas on
August 17-20, 1997.
The late Vic Bernard, Price 1
Waterhouse Professor of Accounting '
at the University of Michigan and
AAA Director of Research at the time of
his death in November 1995, shared both
the Outstanding Accounting Educator
Award and the Wildman Medal.
The Outstanding Accounting
Educator Award, sponsored by Coopers
and Lybrand, LLP, went to Bernard and

AICPA

Gerald A. Feltham, Arthur Andersen
Professor of Accounting and Chair of the
Accounting Division at the University of
British Columbia.
The Wildman Medal, sponsored
by Deloitte and Touche, LLP, was
awarded to Bernard, Crishna Palepu
of Harvard University and Paul M.
Healy of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology for their work on
“Business Analysis and Valuation Using
Financial Statements, Text and Cases.”
The Notable Contributions to
Accounting Literature Award, sponsored
by the AICPA, was made to Marc. J.
Epstein of INSEAD for his work on

awards

“Measuring Corporate Environmental
Performance: Best Practices for Costing
and Measuring an Effective Environmental
Strategy.”
The Competitive Manuscript Award
went to Benjamin C. Ayers of the
University of Georgia for his work on
“Analysis of Financial Accounting Meas
ures of Net Deferred Tax Liabilities.”
The Innovation in Accounting
Education Award, sponsored by Ernst and
Young, LLP, went to Anthony H. Catanach
Jr., David B. Croll and Robert L. Grinaker
all of the University of Virginia for their
work on “A Business Activity Model for
Intermediate Accounting.”

continuedfrom H1 — Strengthening Academic Relations
sional issues in the classroom. Recommended practices include
inviting practitioners to speak in class, coordinating internships and
utilizing AICPA resources for classroom exercises. For example,
the Institute advocates the use of AICPA Online (www.aicpa.org)
for up-to-the minute information on assurance services, the Center
for Excellence in Financial Management and the Vision Project as
well as the Journal of Accountancy, technical pronouncements and
Professor/Practitioner Cases.
Customized Products and Services

To better communicate and advocate use of the many Institutesponsored programs for educators and students, the AICPA has pro
duced an informational brochure. The brochure was a popular item
at the Exhibit Booth in Dallas and the Institute plans to mail copies
to accounting educators this month. The brochure lists contacts for
each respective program type, so educators can easily obtain spe
cific program information. It features information on custom-devel
oped publications, cases, conferences, industry field visits, awards,
fellowships, scholarships, software, recruiting materials and much
more. Much of this information is also available on the AICPA
Web site (www.aicpa.org).
CPA Vision Project and Student Contest

Academic feedback is essential as the Institute spearheads a grass
roots Vision Project to redefine the accounting profession for the
21st century. Robert Mednick, AICPA Chair of the Board, will be
speaking on the Vision Project at the AICPA’s Annual Accounting
Educators Conference next month (see page H2 for details).
Educators are encouraged to participate in Future Forums which

continue to be held until December 15, 1997. Every state will con
duct at least one forum to discuss key forces and issues likely to
confront the profession in the future. To participate, see the CPA
Vision Project Web site for dates and locations
(www.cpavision.org), contact Leigh Knopf (212/596—6132; e-mail
lknopf@aicpa.org) or call your state society.
Students wishing to participate in the CPA Vision Project can
do so by entering the newly announced CPA Vision Contest.
Students are being asked to forecast the future of the accounting
profession. Entries must be in the form of a Web site and should
describe a day in the professional life of a CPA in the Year 2011.
There are no predefined limits as to what CPAs will be doing in the
future. As a result, a student’s imagination will be his or her only
boundary. Selected Web sites will be posted to the CPA Vision
Project Web site and will be eligible for contest prizes. Educators
are encouraged to advise students of this opportunity and incorpo
rate this exercise as a classroom assignment. Further information
about the contest, including official rules and an application form,
will soon be made available on the CPA Vision Project Web site
(www.cpavision.org).
The efforts outlined in this article are merely beginning
steps toward forming a synergistic alliance for the good of the
accounting profession. Continual feedback is necessary.
Educators having suggestions or contributions towards promot
ing closer ties between the profession and the academic world
are encouraged to contact Elizabeth Koch, Supplement Editor
(see bottom of page H2) .

